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	RuraLEARN Competition
"Brilliant Ideas for Better Village Life through Learning" Entry Application Form


	Title: Outdoor environmental education in small country schools in Europe



The participants
	Names, functions:Patrascoiu Ana-Maria , science teacher(Chemistry and Physics);



Type of contestants
D
Group of learners
· Group of educators
· Group of learners and educators

          X     Individual entry. I was the coordinator  teacher  of a project on the theme: “The   
active-participative methods in teaching and learning sciences in the new and 
modern laboratories”,project from rural educational section.
Type/level of learning/education involved
D
Pre-school
          X   School
· Higher education

· Vocational training

· Adult education

· Informal learning outside the conventional educational establishments

· Other:______________________________________________________________
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The idea
       X    Idea already applied
· Visionary entry
	Vision and scope:
1)to know the teachers from other European schools;
2)to identify the problems with the focus on small schools in rural areas;
3)to get to know the common solutions to solve these problems;
4) to exchange information about European rural  educational school systems;

5)to further develop social communication abilities between European teachers;

6)to discuss different subjects about European small  schools in rural area;  




	Background:
-study new theoretically, outdoor methodology(environmental and cultural);

-improve the linguistic knowledges as well as the environmental and cultural terminology;
-make outcomes, brochures containing outdoor activities; 




	Objectives and their putting into practice:
The objectives are:
-to develop personal and social skills between students and teachers;
-to develop and enhance team-working,creativity, tolerance and fair-play through outdoor environmental activities;

-to gain focus on health perspectives in more movable learning environment;
-to promote an intercultural education keeping alived the customes and traditions in this area;
-to make an activity plan where outdoor education is put into practice;

-to work with the outdoor environment as a classroom and teaching media;

-to work with experience based on learning and sensory training
 The activities through these objectives are put into practice are:

“ Team working, solidarity,tolerance and fair play through 
outdoor: physical activities:football,tennis,voleyball”. This theme included all pupils, also them with special educational needs through physical activities, it  involved male and female pupils in order to overcome the gender stereotypy, it also develop team-working, tolerance and solidarity for others  by exchanging information on cultural activities among different ethnic groups, as well as overcoming the racism, xenophoby(gypsies).
“A healthy life and an unpolluted environment” enabled pupils to develop a healthy life style through the promotion of a knowledge of environment, knowledge of the European legislation on environment and its safeguard from pollution.
“European folk music and dances” promoted an intercultural education describing the customs and traditions in this area, getting to know the culture of others European countries.

   “Spring Day in Europa”promoted the European Union Day, this activity was marked by an extraordinary entertainment containing: reciting, sport competitions,folk dances, our school students have received prizes ,wining the 1-st place. They danced  in “a spring circle” symbolizing the European Union stars showing the Europaen union and integrity. 



	Best or unique assets, why this idea is 'best'
      Our school is situated at the foot of the mountains, in a magnificient region. .Dobritat is 15 km from Tg-Jiu,,Gorj ,county..Unfortunately,  Dobrita is situated in a socio-economically  disadvantaged area, the most of population is unemployed,without a constant income. The ground is not fertile,being rocky for vegetables growing,but it’s good for fruit-trees orchards.Here are the wonderful Gorges of Sohodol, the rural area being a touristic potential which unfortunately isn’t so visited,although it shoud be.

      The teachers and students from Secondary School Dobrita are permanently open to culture and a continuous thirst of knowldge in our ancestors as well as in future generations.
      This is because we are European with our whole being and we wish to talk freely about outdoor activities.



	


